Baptists seek to

glorify and obey God

Christ
and His
People

to demonstrate God’s love
to share Jesus’ Good News
to work with other Christians
Whilst we have our specific emphasis as Baptists we seek with
Christians of other outlooks and
traditions.

Baptist churches belong to both
regional groupings and a national
body. In this area churches belong
to the Northern Baptist Association and also to the Baptist Union
of Great Britain. This provides us
with good opportunity to support
an encourage each other and develop a common mission across the
region and the nation. The Baptist
Union is in turn linked into the
European Baptist Federation and
the Baptist World Alliance.
Churches and individuals also
support the work of mission
throughout the world as they support BMS World Mission (BMS
stands for Baptist Missionary Society). There are more than 47 million Baptist Christians throughout
the world.

Why
join a
Church?

Belonging to Jesus:
belong to His
people
We cannot have Jesus without His family. He not only died for each one of us, He
also died for all of us. Jesus wants us to
belong together and when He was on the
earth He prayed for us to be one.

It is good to enjoy the blessings and privileges of belonging to Jesus, but there are
also challenges and responsibilities.

Many Churches have ’ministers’, but
ministers are not to be regarded as some
sort of spiritual elite, but rather those
who are set aside to serve the Church.
They are members of the Church like
everyone else and the leading of worship,
preaching and teaching are not reserved
for them alone. God has equipped others
as well and they are encouraged and enabled to do these things.
We are gathered together by God—coming from different backgrounds. He unites us and wants us to show
His love and share His message with the community
around us.
He has given us both natural abilities and spiritual
gifts so that we can help and encourage each other,
share in His work, and bring honour to His name.

What we are
The Bible has a number of ways of describing the Church -

How do you we do it?
Working it out in practice

1.

All this talk about loving each other, belonging and
working together needs working out in practice.

2.

‘the body of Christ’ - we belong
to Christ and we are like a body
with each of us being different
parts. We are to work together and
when one of us is fiding life hard
the rest of the body feels it as well.
‘the family of God’ - God is our
Heavenly Father and as His family we are to share together in worship, prayer, seeking His will and
working it out in the world.

We are given to each other by Jesus and
He has told us to love one another as He
loves us.

We begin to work it out by committing ourselves to
each other in membership. Membership is making a
covenant with other local Christians to help and encourage each other in the work of God.

Freedom
In the past Baptists have been persecuted and oppressed for their faith, even in
Britain, and this has led to a strong emphasis on personal liberty and the freedom of conscience.

‘Priesthood of all beleivers’
Baptists, along with many other Christians, believe that we are able to go
straight and direct to God through Christ
without having to rely on a priest. Also,
we are all seen to have the ‘priestly responsibility’ to pray for each other and to
help encourage and one another in the
ways of God. That is, to speak God about
people and to people about God.

What does this involve?

Christ and His People

We begin to treat each other as brothers and sisters in
the family of God realising that we belong together.
We pray for each other and try to share together in
the work of the Church. The work of the Church is
not something someone else does; it is what God does
through all of us especially as we work together.
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